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working of family life in this country, know well that women occupy even now a
most respected position in Indian households, and that their influence remains
unimpaired.
widow re-marriage.
Widow re-marriage should become as general as widow re-marriage at present
is. If marriage is a sacrament, and can he performed only once in life, why is a
widower allowed to perform it a second, a third or a fourth time when a widow is
not allowed ? A husband is as much subject to the conditions of the sacrament as a
wife is. The evils of enforced widowhood are many and wide-spread ; and
apart from the great injustice it does to women, it has its repercussions in the entire
field of domestic life, and produces most harmful effects on the body politic of
the Hindus.
It has also become essential now that full rights of inheritance should be secured
to women. If a son gets a share in his patrimony, on what moral or spiritual
grounds, can a daughter be refused her share ? The natural rights of the both
are equal marriage and transplantation in another family may modify the extent
of the right, but should not take it away completely. She is also entitled to share
in her husband's property. She becomes by marriage a member of her husband's
family and so must in fact acquire rights of property in that family. I have introduced
in the Central Legislature a bill to give a Hiniu widow right to inherit her husband's
share in the family property, along with her sons, if any. The key to secure and
strengthen her lawful position in the family is to give her a legally enforceable right
of inheritance. As soon as her just right in family property is secured to her by law,
most of her troubles will be over. The time has now come to put an end to the
judicial system under which English judges—though capable, conscientous but
ignorant of Indian traditions and ideals of life and the language in which the laws
are written—are invested with power to interpert and administer Hindu law.
Social reform, as popularly understood, is reform of evil customs and practices ;
but social legislation covers a much larger field and we must now enlarge the sphere
of legislation in our country by including in it all measures calculated to promote
the health and happiness of men and women, increase their comfort, and help the
general welfare of society.
And now I appeal to the women and young men of India. I appeal to the women
to prove themselves worthy daughters of the brave women of India who, in days gone
by, covered the history of this country with glory. It was the women of India who
made heroes of men and inspired them to perform deeds of valour which are sung in
the country and are remembered and admired everywhere. Take the history of Rajput
heroism or the history of the heroism of Rajput women. It was the Rajput women who
inspired their husbands and brothers and sons to do great deeds. They not only
defended their minor son's rights with exemplary valour but actually headed troops
in their places. Read the historian Ferishta's animated picture of Durgavati, the
queen of Gurrah who, like another Boadicea, headed the army and fought a des-
perate battle with Akbar*s general Asaf Khan, in which she was wounded. Scorning
flight or to survive the loss of independence, she like the antique Roman in such
circumstances, slew herself on the field of battle. Remember how, on the death of
the Rana of Chittor on the battlefield of Thaneshwar, his heir Karan Singh being a
minor, the queen-mother Korum Devi headed her Rajputs and gave battle ib person
to Qutubuddin Aibak near Amber (Jaipur), when Qntubuddin was defeated and
wounded. Jawahir Bai, another queen-mother of Chittor, in order to set an example of
courageous devotion, headed a sally during the.seige of that fortress by Bahadur Shah
of Gujerat in which she was slain. The unparalleled heroism displayed by the mother
of Fattah during the seige of Chittor by Akbar is unforgettable. Says Colonel Todd ;
*When the Saloombra fell at the gate of the Sun, the command devolved on Fattah
of Kailwa. He was only 16. His father had fallen in the last shock and bis mother
had survived but to rear the sole heir of their house. Like the Spartan mother of old
she commanded him to put on the saffron robe—the robe that Rajputs put ^ on when
determined to die in a fight—and die for Chittor : but surpassing the hGreecian dame
she illustrated her precept by example; and lest any soft compunctious visitings for one
dearer than herself might dim the lustre of Kailwa, she armed the young bride whit 3
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